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21  - 24  July 2026st th

University of West London
 West London Campus
W5 5RF

Since 2006, Nostalgia Steelband has
convened Pan/Carnival Arts Conferences,
initially at the University of East London
and later with partners including the
Tabernacle (Notting Hill) and universities
in Oxford (2022), Ghana (2023) and
Trinidad (2025). The 12  conference
(2026) will be held at the University of
West London - London College of Music
(Ealing Site - Weston Hall Lecture Theatre),
St Mary’s Road, London W5 5RF, creating a
free space where practitioners, academics
and producers can share knowledge, build
collaborations and develop new practice.
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In 2020, this legacy was extended through
the biannual, peer-reviewed International
Journal of Carnival Arts
(www.steelpanconference.com),
strengthening documentation, heritage
and international links with universities
and global centres for carnival arts.

The 2026 programme is shaped through
collaboration with the University of West
London - London College of Music, the UK
Centre for Carnival Arts (Luton),
Middlesex University and the Southbank
Centre. It builds on a presentation at the
11  Steelpan/Carnival Conference in
Trinidad (March 2025), published in the
International Journal of Carnival Arts, Vol.
11, pp. 119-139, titled ‘TASPO’s July 2026
Platinum Anniversary - the Momentum
Builds up: 12  International
Steelpan/Carnival Arts 22-24  July and
Carnival Gala at the Southbank 25-26
July 2026’, and the resulting public TASPO
exhibitions: ‘The Rhythm of History: A
TASPO Sharing Event’ at Royal Festival
Hall (3  October 2025) and Carnival
Village Trust (2  November 2025).
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TASPO’s 75  anniversary is a landmark
opportunity to connect scholarship
and practice, support emerging
practitioners and community
participation, and strengthen
collaboration across the global carnival
diaspora.
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Celebrations begin in Trinidad on 6
July 2026 with a re-enactment of
TASPO’s departure from the Port of
Spain docks. A symbolic torch, shaped
as an oversized Pan stick, will then be
brought to London and presented to
TASPO’s only living member, Sterling
Betancourt, at The Tabernacle, W11
2AY, at 7pm on 21  July 2026. This
opening ceremony will feature an
evening of Pan and Calypso.
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The conference will take place on 22-
23  July 2026 from 9am at the
University of West London, followed by
workshops at the same venue on 24
July.
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The 75  anniversary weekend, titled
Steel Scenes by the Southbank Centre,
will take place on 25-26  July 2026 at
Southbank Centre, Belvedere Road,
London SE1 8XX. The programme will
feature concerts on Saturday (25 ) and
stage performances by steelbands
from across the UK on Sunday (26 ) at
the very site where TASPO performed
on 27  July 1951.
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Overview of the Programme

Credit: Curator Melanie Llewellyn; Getty Images
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4. Intergenerational Skills Transfer in
Sound System Culture’ (with a focus
on women and girls)

To present a poster (A0 = approx 1m sq) please
send an abstract (~400 words) ASAP for inclusion
in the conference book. 

Please send abstracts to:
harounnshah@gmail.com

Session 3: Calypso and the Challenge of Competing Genres

Session 4: Mas in the Contemporary Carnival Landscape

Registration

Calypso Historiography:
Strengthening Global Appreciation for
the Diversity and Depth of Caribbean
Culture
Roger Gibbs (Canada)

Writing the News
Alexander Loewenthal (Alexander D Great)
and Debra Eden (UK)

From Port of Spain to Port Cities
Everywhere: Calypso’s International
Odyssey: ‘London is de Place for Me’
Henry Gomez (King Cosmos) (Canada)

From Sparrow’s Calypso Tent to the
World: 25 Years of Introducing
Calypso to a New Generation
Ortniel Bacchus (Tobago Crusoe) (UK)

The Evolving Role of Calypso leading
up to TASPO’s Britain and its Post-
Colonial Consciousness
John Cowley (UK)

Lunch and Poster Presentations

Sustaining the Creative Techniques
that Underpin Caribbean Carnival
Heritage
Dexter Khan (UK)

Threads, Wire, and Memory: The Craft
of Mas in the Diaspora; 50 years of
Luton Carnival
Claudette Whittingham and Steve Pascal
(UK)

General Discussion

Theatrical Design and Meticulous
Craftsmanship to the Forefront of
Modern Carnival Presentation
Clary Salandy (UK)

Behind the Music: A Study of
Augustus Peters’ Work in the 2026
National Panorama Competition
Yuko Asada (Japan and USA)

‘Steel Scenes’; Celebrating TASPO at
the Site of their 1951 Performance
Deborah Bankole (UK)

ConcertsConcertsConcertsDay 1 - 22Day 1 - 22  July 2026 July 2026ndndDay 1 - 22  July 2026nd

Session 1: TASPO: Innovations and Epic Journeys of Pan  

Session 2: TASPO’s Legacy: Composition and Performance 

16:30 - 17:00

12:45 - 13:30

08:30 - 09:45
09:45 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:30

10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:30

11:30 - 11:45

13:30 - 14:00

11:45 - 12:45

14:00 - 14:30

14:30 - 15:00

15:00 - 15:30

15:30 - 16:00

16:00 - 16:30

General Discussion

Lunch and Poster Presentations

Registration
TASPO’s Emergence from the Festival
of Britain and The Rise of Notting Hill
Carnival
Opening Address: Haroun Shah and
Justin Paterson

The Study of a Pivotal TASPO
Member - Ellie Mannette
Anthony Pierre (Canada)

The Epic Journey of Esso Tripoli
Steelband and Liberace
Prof. Andrew Martin and Ray Funk (USA)

TASPO to NSSO: Lineage, Legacy and
National Sound of Trinidad & Tobago
Dr. Mia Gormandy-Benjamin (Trinidad)

The Post-TASPO Generation: School-
O-Rama; Creating Pathways for
Youths in Pan Competitions
Shareen Gray (UK) 

Black Holes Do Exist: The Steelpan as
a Vehicle for 21  Century
Composition

st

Prof. Dawn Batson (USA)

Pivotal Moments in the History of
Steelband, The Formation and Legacy
of TASPO
Dr. Kim Johnson (Trinidad)

Patterns and Pan Pedagogy
Dr. Josephine Torrel-Brown (Trinidad) 

Pan: Bridging Caribbean Traditions
with Contemporary Jazz
Dr. Leon ‘Foster’ Thomas (UK)

UKASPO as a Contemporary Echo of
TASPO; A Caribbean Voice Resonating
Deep Within British Ceremony
Matthew Phillip (UK)

Panorama 2024: A Musicultural
Comparison of Trinidad All Stars and
Renegades Steel Orchestras
Dr Janine Tiffe (USA)

International Travel Pan
Performances and the Development
of  Steelbands in Australia and
Beyond
Alvin Rostant (Australia)

Day 2 - 23Day 2 - 23  July 2026 July 2026rdrdDay 2 - 23  July 2026rd

08:30 - 09:45

09:30 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:30

10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:30

11:30 - 12:30

12:30 - 14:00

14:00 - 14:30

14:30 - 15:00

16:30 - 17:00

15:00 - 15:30

15:30 - 16:00

16:00 - 16:30

Pan and Calypso written for TASPO
and handing over the TASPO torch to
London 
The Tabernacle, 34–35 Powis Square,
London W11 2AY, at 7pm

Concerts in Pan
The Royal Festival Hall, Southbank

21  Julyst

25  Julyth

26  Julyth Steelbands from all UK to perform at
the Southbank (at the exact site
where TASPO performed on 27  July
1951)

th

The Royal Festival Hall, Southbank

WorkshopsWorkshopsWorkshops

1. ‘Rote to Note’ (Pan pedagogy)

2. ‘By Calypso Our Stories Are Told’:
(songwriting/performance coaching)

24  Julyth

10:00 - 13:00

13:00 - 15:00 3. Mas at the Dawn of Steel’ 
(costume making)

University of West London, West London
Campus, London, W5 5RF

PostersPostersPosters

Further InfoFurther InfoFurther Info
Haroun Shah
harounnshah@gmail.com

Laila Shah
lailamnshah@gmail.com

+44 7971334414
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